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Overview

This guide was prepared as a joint effort between the City of Billings staff and l.lorthWestern Energy
to provide educational background information on the basics of street lighting. Topics include: the
City's role in street lighting, formation of street light districts, entities with jurisdiction for street light
districts, types of street light districts ancl how street light costs are managed and assessed to
property owners.

The creation of a street light district is a very public process and unique in the involvement of property
owners from the very beginning of the process. Through the process of forming the street light district
property owners in essence elect to be taxed in order to receive the benefits of street lights. Often
property owners even assist with the formation of the district by carrying petitions to get signatures of
property owners in the proposed district to support the creation of the district. Street light districts are
created and governed under state laws that must be followed in the process. City staff and engineers
are involved from the beginning in overseeing the layout and design of the district to meet proper
illumination standards and in determining the assessments for the property owners. In this guide the
districts are referred to as either Special lmprovement Light Maintenance Districts (SlLMDs) or
Special lmprovement Light Districts (SILD) and in general these terms can be used interchangeably.

What is the purpose of street lighting?
Street lighting in the City of Billings is generally provided through a neighborhood street lighting district
to increase night time traffic safety and security. Property owners sometimes think street lights are
installed for crime prevention and lighting does serve as a deterrent to crime but the primary purpose
for street lighting is to provide better visibility at night on roadways and intersections to prevent
accidents. Numerous studies have been conducted to determine the positive impact of street lighting
on the reduction of accidents. A study done by Rune Elvikr indicated a 65 percent reduction in
nighttime fatal accidents, 30 percent reduction in injury accidents, and 15 percent reduction in
pedestrian accidents for both intersections and roadway segments on rural, urban, and freeway
facilities when street lighting was installed.

What are lllumination Standards and how to they impact street lighting?
Street lighting is designed to illuminate the roadways to a certain IES (llluminating Engineers Society
of North American) standards based on the type of street traffic such as residential, arterial, collector,
or highways. (See Appendix A at the back of this report.) Proper illumination of the street is critical to
meet national lighting standards and the City of Billings utilizes the IES national standards when
designing and approving the design of street lighting layouts. IES standards have been utilized in the
lighting industry for over a century to insure that lighting professionals design lighting to insure proper
illumination for safety.

Who is responsible for street lights in the City of Billings?
In the City of Bitlings there are 183 street light districts in the and approximately 8,000 individualstreet
lights that are owned by the City and the utility. There are different types of ownership of street light
districts and installations within the city and some are under the jurisdiction of lhe City of Billings and
some are the responsibilities of other entities. A breakdown of the number and type of lights in each
district and ownership responsibilities can be found in Appendix B at the back of this report.

I 
"Meta-Analysis of Evaluations of Public Lighting as Accident Countermeasure." Report 1485. Transportation Research Record, 19gS.

Elvik (1 995). This was a meta^analysis of 37 published studies, reported from 1948 to 1989 in eleven different countries, evaluating the
safety effects of lighting. Analysis of the different studies indicates roughly a 65 percent reduction in nighttime fatal accidents, 30 percent
reduction in injury accidents, and 15 percent reduction in pedestrian accidents for both intersections and roadvray segments on rural, urban,
and freevlay facilities when lighting was installed. The effect of installing lighting was greater at intersections than non-intersections and
similar results were found for rural, urban, and freevray roadways.
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CITY OF BILLINGS RELATED STREET LIGHTING
. City Owned Street Lights are installed and maintained by the City of Billings on behalf of the

specific property owners in each district. These districts typically involve the creation of a SILMD in
order to collect from the property owners ihe costs of the ongoing maintenance and utility costs
and the creation of a separate SID (Special lmprovement District) to cover the initial installation
costs. These lights can be either unmetered lighting or in newer City olvned districts the street
lights are installed with a meter(s) to measure the utility costs associated with operations of the
lights. These districts would still take utility services for the electric supply and delivery and are
generally maintained by the City staff.

. Utility Owned Street Lights are installed, owned and maintained by NorthWestern Energy and
are ongoing lease light type installations. These utility owned street lights were installed again at
the request of property owners in each specific district following state laws. The costs or rates for
the utility owned lights are under the jurisdiction of the Montana Public Service Commission (PSC)
tariffs and referred to as "utility owned" in the tariffs or in contracts with the City as 'company
owned'. These lights are generally installed as unmetered street lights. When the district is created
the property owners are informed of the ongoing charges for utility owned districts and that no SID
is created to pay off utility owned street lights.

. Yellowstone Valley Electric Cooperative provides electric service to one street light district.

. Park and Special Application Lighting are installed in various public spaces such as city parks
and some of these lights are utility owned lighting and billed underthe utility street lighting rates set
by the Montana PSC. Some of these park or area lights may also be City owned lights.

. Intersection signals and pedestrian control devices are not considered street lights but in many
cases the signal arms may also contain street lights mounted on the signal poles. lf there are
street lights installed on signal poles within a street light district the actual street lights are generally
included in the district and the signals are generally metered.

Street Lights Under Jurisdiction of Other Entities
" The Montana Department of Transportation (DOT) also has street lights that have either been

installed directly by the DOT, utility or the City and these types of street lights are generally on
designated highways. The Montana DOT has authority over the design and light levels for streets
designated as a highways. The ongoing maintenance and utility costs for these lights may be the
responsibility of the Montana DOT and these lights may not be a true light district. Or, in some
cases even the DOT may have installed the lights but the responsibility for maintenance and
energy costs for these lights have been transferred to the City and a district is created and the
property owners pay for the ongoing costs. An example of this is the new Shiloh Road street lights
which were installed and paid for by the Montana DOT as a part of that highway widening project
but the ongoing maintenance and energy costs will be assessed to property owners.

. Yellowstone County Street Lighting is installed in some of the rural areas around Billings as
rural special improventent districts and is paid for by the local county government.

. DeveloPer or Private Parking Lot Lights are not street lighting and are generalty considered
private property if installed by the developer or property owner directly. These lights are not under
the jurisdiction of the Montana Codes in regards to installation. However, the City can through
building requirements work with developers to insure that these private parking lights met a 'dark
skies' requirement to install cutoff fixtures which will keep the light from washing onto adjoining
property owners. Some private property owners also have lease light agreements with the utility
and the utility installed and maintained those lights. These utility lights can appear to even look like
street lights in style and are sometimes mounted on existing utility poles along the edges of streets
but the lights would be directed towards the property and not the street. Private lights can also
include college campus lighting projects which are not street lights and yard lights on private
streets in developments with private streets like townhouse developments or in some cases mobile
home parks with private streets.
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What are the different types of street light installations?
There are dozens of different types of street light installations located througlrout the city. There are
lamp wattages including 70, 100, 150, 200, 250 and 400-watt high pressure sodium lamps in the
various districts. There are a number of reasons for the wide variety of different types of sireet light
wattages, poles, arms and fixtures in the different districts. One of the most significant reasons for
variation in the styles and types of street light fixtr-rres/poles has lo do with the illumination levels
required for the type of streets in a specific district. For example, residential area streets with lower
illumination level requirements can have lights installed with lower lvattage lamps (70 watt HPS) and
on shorter poles to meet the illumination requirements. Whereas, the illumination requirements for a
major arterial street will require generally higher wattage lamps as well as taller poles and longer arms
to get the light illuminated across several lanes of traffic.

For example, in examining just all the 100-watt High Pressure Sodium (HPS) street lights installed
across the city there will be a wide variety of different types of installations depending on the specific
street light district. The energy costs associated with operating a 10O-watt HPS lamp would be the
same, but the initial installation costs can vary between districts depending on a number of factors
including the following.

. The Type of Pole and length of fixture arm can greatly impact the costs of the street light
project. Wood poles are less expensive than steel or fiberglass poles. However, even for wood
poles the cost of installation varies depending on if the street light is installed on an existing
distribution utility wood (which would have not cost) versus an installation that requires installing a
new dedicated wood pole. The length of the pole can also vary based on the lighting requirements
needed for the specific street and the longer the pole the more expensive the pole. Street tights
can also have arms that the fixture is mounted on that vary from 6 to 10 feet for cobra type
installations. For example, in a commercialarea taller poles maybe be needed to properly light the
wider streets and the length of the fixture arm can also vary as streets with multiple lanes may
reqltire longer arms in order to illuminate across several lanes to meet the required lighting
standards. Some street lights also have 'twin' arms to mount two street light fixtures.

. Special or custom ordered pole or fixtures such as special decoraiive fixtures like historlc acorn
or globe style fixtures that were custom ordered for a district would be more expensive then
standard steel or fiberglass poles with cobra arms.

. Overhead versus underground wire installation impacts the street light installation as overhead
wiring installations generally have lower installation costs than a district installed with underground
wiring. Underground wiring installations incur additional expense for materials and for the
trenching and possible boring costs to go under driveways or sidewalks if necessary.

. Date or time frame when the district was installed will greatly impact the original installation
costs as the price of the fixture/poles themselves increase through the years. Generally the lower
the district's SILMD number tlie older tlie district (districts under 100) and mosi of tire lights in
these districts woLtld have been installed in an earlier time period then districts with SILMD
numbers in the 200's and 300's. Obviously if one district had lights installed 20 years ago the cost
of installation would have been less then a district installed in the just the past 5 years even for the
same type of light as materials and labor would have gone up over the 15 years.

o The size of the district can impact the cost as a larger district may require more individual lighting
units but the utility or city may be able to take advantage of better volume pricing from the tighting
fixture or pole manufactures for a larger order that could result in a lower per fixture cost.
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What entities have governance over street lighting?
. The Gity of Billings has an official role as the government entity that is allowed by law to collect

and establish the assessments from each property owner in each district in order to pay for the
costs of each district. The City also has the jurisdiction to require policies such as 'dark skies'
which requires new street light installations to have a 'cut off'fixture lhat directs the light straight
down towards the street to eliminate a 'wash' of light around the street light. Also, for existing street
light if the fixture head needs replacing then new heads are required to be changed to a cut-off
fixture.

. City of Billings & Utility Contracts and Resolutions - There are official contracts between the
City of Billings and NorthWestern Energy (and predecessor Montana Power) which provide
governance over the installation, rnaintenance and ownership of utility owned street lighting as well
as projected costs at the time of installation for the street lights. The original Resolution creating
the district that is approved by the City Council also contains specific language and governance
over the creation of the district and defines ownership and responsibilities as well.

. Montana Public Service Commission has jurisdiction over the tariffs or rates for utility services
for street lights for both City-owned lights and utility-owned lights. A copy of the current utility tariff
is attached at the end of this report.

. The Montana Code Annotated (MCA) contains the state laws relating to the formation of slreet
light districts and the way in which districts are assessed, removed or altered. See Appendix B for
a copy of the MCA.

. The Montana Department of Transportation (DOT) has oversight jurisdiction on street lights
installed on designated highways and in some cases the street lights are billed to the DOT and in
other installations the maintenance and operation costs may be billed to the City.

How is a street light district created?

The process of creating a new street lighting district is a very public process governed under the
jurisdiction of state laws of lhe Montana Code Annotated, Titte 7 Local Government, Chapter 12
lmprovemenl Dislricfs (see Appendix B). These districts are referred to as either Special
lmprovement Light Districts (SILD) or Special lmprovement Lighting Maintenance District (SlLMDs)
and the City generally refers to the districts as SILMD's and these terms are generally
interchangeable. A very specific process must be followed to form a street light district to allow for full
disclosure and participation by the property owners within the boundaries of the district.

An SILMD can be created through petition with signatures of over 50 percent of the property owners
of an area needing lights. A district can also be initiated by the City as long as fewer than 50 percent
of the property owners protest in writing. Property owners can have an SILMD assessment even if
they don't have lights on their specific street. This is because there may be arterial street lighting or
intersection lighting within in the area of the boundaries of the district. For a complete detailed
explanation of this process please refer to the Montana Code Annotated contained in this guide.

The City Engineer will initially ask for a petition from the neighborhood that is requesting street lighting
and will work with the neighborhood to create an SILMD if over 50 percent of the property owners
indicate a willingness to proceed with the street lighting. The costs for the lighting will be assessed to
the property owners in the district. Average residential costs are around $100 - $120 per year for an
average size lot that would be installed with the lower wattage residential type light fixtures.
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Steps to create special improvement lighting district {SILD}
Here is an overview of the various steps to creaie a lighting district and there is a slight variation if the
district is a City owned district or a utility owned district and each step is explained in more detail
belolv.
1. Formation and Design Phase
2. Petition Phase
3. Final District Design Phase
4. For Utility Owned Districts A Contract is Drafted
5. For City Owned Districts the Bond Department is Contacted
6. City Engineer Submits Request to City Council for Creation of SILMD
7, City Council Passes a Resolution of Intention to Create a SILMD
B. Notice of Passage of Intention to Create SILD & Protest Stage
9. City Council Hearing and Final Official Resolution To Create District

1. FORMATION & DESIGN PHASE. Generally an applicant representing the property owners in
the proposed district contacts the City Engineer to indicate an interest in developing a street light
district.
n The City Engineer determines the boundaries of the proposed district, type of lighting required

to meet illumination standards for the street lighting design, and determines the number of
lighting fixture and the potential costs. The smallest a district can be is one block.

. The City engineer determines the method of how the costs of the district will be shared on a
pro rata bases for each property owner. Generally each property is charged it's pro rata share
of the district's cost based on the number of square feet in each lot (MCA 7-12-4323) but the
etrgineer can also determine if a more equitable method wor"rld be based on linear frontage of
each lot and this is allowed in the Montana codes (MCA 7-12-4324).

. The City Engineer also generally fully explains the options the property owners have for the
type of ownership for the district. The SILD can be either a City owned district or a utility
owned district. A City owned district will require the City to finance, bond and collect a larger
upfront SID (Special lmprovement District) for the actual installation costs for installing the
lights, but once that SID is paid off after about 7 years the City then just collects the SILMD
costs for the maintenance and energy costs of the City owned lights.

" For a utility owned district there are no upfront installation costs to the property owners as
these are ongoing lease lights and they are never paid off. The utility owned district results in
an ongoing fee to the property owners that is initially the lower cost option when the district is
initialty formed. Historically, the City has more utility owned districts installed because they
don't require the upfront SID costs and generally the break even point for property owners has
been about 20 years before the property owners would have paid the same amount in utility
payments as the costs paid in the original SID for a City olvned district, For the property
owners trying to convince other property owners in the potential district to agree to the street
lights generally the lower utility owned lighting option is preferred since many property owners
don't stay in the same home for 20 years.

. The exception has been in recent years where several City owned street light districts were
able to access funding for the installation costs of the City owned lights from a tax increment
finance district or a commercial development paid for the installation of the street lights. In this
case it keeps the costs to the majority of the property owners in a district down to maintenance
and operation costs only since the TIF or commercial development paid for installation.

. Based on the discussions with the property owners if the district is going to be a utility owned
district the City Engineer contacts NorthWestern Energy and asks for the utility to do an a
street light design and come up with the estimated costs of installing the district as this
information is required to establish the utility ownership charge for the district.
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2. PETITION PHASE. Generally before too much City or utility staff time is spent on lhe final design
the City Engineer will ask that the property owner representatives to carry a petition and get
signatures from the majority of the property owners in the proposed district to gauge the interest of
the property owners in having the district. To do this the City Engineer provides the property
owners vrith an estimate of the per square footage cost for the district for the first year for the
property owners.

3. FINAL DISTRICT DESIGN PHASE. lf the property owner representatives are able to get the
majority of the property owners to sign a petition in favor of the creation of the SILMD then the City
Engineer and the utility company will finalize the design and costs for the district.

4. UTILITY OWNED DISTRICTS WILL REQUIRE THE DRAFTING OF A CONTRACT. The utility
and the City will draft a contract outlining the specifics of ihe utility owned district and the first year
costs as required by Montana law. This contract will also include language specifically outlining
the ownership of the street lights and the maintenance responsibilities. (A sample contract for a
utility-owned street light district is found in Appendix E of this report.)

5. CITY OWNED DISTRICTS WILL REQUIRE BONDS FOR THE INSTALLATION GOSTS. lf the
district is installed by the City then the a bond will have to be issued to secure the financing for the
installation costs and this is done similar to most SID bond processes and requires sending the
proposalto the City's Bonding department.

6. APPLICATION SUBMITTED TO CITY COUNCIL FOR RESOLUTION OF INTENTION TO
CREATE A SILMD. After allthe design and costs have been finalized and allcontracts or
bonding information gather then the City Engineer generally on behalf of the property owners
submits to the City Clerk a packet of information on the creation of the SILMD so the clerk can get
the proposal on the City Council agenda. lnfo that must be included with request: (1)
Number/type of lighting fixtures, (2) Number/type/height of poles, (3) Electrical/maintenance cost
per fixture per month, (4) Total square footage of area to be assessed, (5) Exhibit rnap showing
the boundaries of the district and the location of lights. lnclude street names (i.e. Lot 1, Block 1)
and lot boundaries and lot numbers. (6) Exhibit which provides the legal description of the
boundary of the district, (7) Exhibit with a list of property owners and their addresses of all
properties within the district including any contracts for deeds and anyone with interest in the
properties, (8) a copy of the utility contract between NorthWestern Energy and the City for utility
owned lights, and (9) any documents related to bonds required for a City owned SID lighting
district.

7. CITY COUNCIL PASSES A RESOLUTTON OF |NTENTION TO CREATE A STLMD (MCA 7-12-
4302). The resolution of intent to create the SILMD shall designate the number of such district,
describe the boundaries thereof, and state therein ihe generai character of the improvement or
improvements to be made and an approximate estimate of the cost thereof, an approximate
estimate of the cost of maintaining such lights and supplying electrical current therefore for the first
year, and the proportion of such cost to be assessed against the property embraced within the
district. The property's to be included will also be identified and generally there is a map. ln
regards to ownership the resolution will clearly state who owns the lights the city or the utility
depending on if this is a City owned district or utility owned district. There is an example of a
Resolution passed by the City Council in June 2AQ2 for SILMD 277 in Appendix F at the back of
this report and here is an excerpt from that resolution that defines the ownership of the lights.

Sectfon 5: That the City of Billings intends fo estabfsh the approximate contract rate for supptying
materials, installation electrical energy and maintenance as follows; $32.94 per 100 watt unit, in
accordance with the rate schedule LS-1 approved by the Mantana Public Seryice Commission.
That NorlhWestern EnergLshall provide energy to the tighting fixtures and shall provicle normal
maintenance to lighting fixtures poles, cables and other incidental equipment_And a!_A!!_gmeg_own
said lightina fixtures. poles cables and other incidental equipment. Property awners within said
district shall be assessed for the cosfs fhereof
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8. NOTICE OF PASSAGE OF INTENT|ON TO CREATE S|LD & PROTEST STAGE (MCA 4-1-
4127). Upon passing the resolution of intention a notice must be published and notices mailed to
every person, firm or corporation having property within the proposed district. The notice must
describe the general character of the improvement proposed to be made, state the estimated cost
of the improvement and the estimated cost of maintaining the lights and supplying the electrical
current for the improvement and lights within the district for the first year, and designate the time
when and the place where the council will hear and pass upon all protests. There is then a 1S-day
protest period as defined by the Montana Codes to allow for property owners to protest the
formation of the SILD, (MCAT-12-43A4 &7-12-4305).

9. ClrY COUNCIL HEARING AND F|NAL OFF|C|AL RESOLUTTON TO CREATE D|STRICT (MCA
7-12-$Aq. Once the protest period has been allowed and there are not a majority of protests or
the protest received have been deemed to be insufficient the City Council shall have a hearing
and pass a resolution finally creating the official SILMD. Then the installation of the district can
begin. A special account for the district will also be established by the City to keep all costs and
taxes collected that are associated with the specific SILMD separate as required by law.

How are street lights paid for?
Each light district pays its own cost based on the number of lights and area it serves. The City acts as
a collecting agent for NorthWestern Energy for the utility owned districts and for the City owned
districts. The City is also responsible for placing these costs on the tax rolls each year for every
individual district and property owners in each district since the financial responsibility of the district
belongs to the property owners.

. MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED7.12-4331 OUTLINES THE APPORTIONMENT OF COSTS.
The way street lighting districts costs are accessed to the property owners are ctearly spelled out
in the Montana Code Annotated section 7-12-4331. The poftion of the entire cost of erecting ancl
maintaining fhe posls, wires, pipes, conduits, lamps, ancl ather.suitable or necessary appliances
for the purpose of lighting sarrJ slreels or public highways ancl of the annual cost of supplying
electrical current for and maintaining the lights thereon in such distflbts, all or any portion as sha/l
be determined by the city or towtt couneil, shatl be borne by the property embraced within saict
district.

. SPECIAL FUND MUST BE SET UP AND IDENTIFIED FOR EACH DISTRICT. Each district is
accounted for separately and must be clearly identified as a specific fund with the Special
improvement Lighting District Number established per MCA 7-12-4331, 7-12-4334 and 7-12-
4341. All funds for each district are kept in that district. The money in each district is invested and
the interest is used to help pay the costs for that district reducing costs to property owners.
It is the responsibility of the City of Billings Finance Director to insure that all assessments to
propedy owners are properly accounted for and in the specific district fund. By statue the City
cannot mix street light district funds collected through assessments and any costs or savings
associated with improvements in a specific district must remain with each specific district.

For example, if a City owned district has a pole damaged by an accident, the funds to install a
replacement pole can only come from that specific district's funds. Or, if a new more energy
efficient lighting installation resulted in energy savings to a specific district all of those cost savings
would have to be passed directly back to the property owners in the boundaries of that district as
well as any costs associated with the upgraded installation. The savings could not be used by the
City of Billings to fund installations in other street light districts nor to fund any other City of Billings
general fund activities.
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CITY OWNED DISTRICTS THAT REQUIRE ISSUING OF BONDS FOR INSTALLATION OR
IMPROVEMENTS FOLLOWS MCA. For the City orvned district the costs associated with the
financing and letting of bonds for the installation of the City owned street lights falls under the
Montana Code Annatated Title 6, Chapter 12, Part 42, Special lmprovemenl Dislribls, which
outlines the process that must be followed for creating an SID and issuing bonds for the financing
of the installation costs of the City light district.

ANNUALLY THE CITY COUNCIL MUST PASS A RESOLUTION TO DETERMINE
ASSESSEMENT FOR EACH DISTRICT. Once a year per the MCA 7-12-4328 and 7-12-4332 the
City Council will pass a resolution to provide for the assessment of the costs for each district for
the coming year and lhis must be done on or before the first Monday in October. General all the
SILMD charges are calculated and sent to the County for inclusion on the tax rolls before
September each year. The amount assessed is for the next calendar year and estimated based
on the utility rates anticipated for the next calendar year. Before these costs are sent to the
County the City Council is required to pass and adopt a resolution levying and assessing all of the
property embraced lvithin each said district with the costs associated with each specific district for
the next year.

lhe_u!i[!y3
ADMINSTRATION COSTS ARE ACCESSED BY THE CITY FOR COLLECTING TAXES AND
PAYING BILLS. The City of Billings is allowed to add on an administration fee to all the street light
districts whether they are utility or City owned to cover the costs of administering the payments on
behalf of the districts and properly allocating the taxes each year. The City of Billings charges an
administrative fee that is adjusted annually and this is a flat per liglrt annual fee of $23.2B regardless
of the type of light and this cost will be added to the total costs of each district according to the
number of lights contained in each district.

CITY OWNED DISTRICTS COSTS

City owned districts include several billing components that are collected as part of the assessment to
the property owners.
. NorthWestern Energy utility costs associated with the City owned lighting districts) are sent to

the City to pay on behalf of each district. The utility charges for the City owned districts (defined as
'customer owned' in Montana PSC tariffs) include energy (supply) and delivery charges based
on a kilowatt hour Lrsage for each light. There is also a per light billing fee for customer owned
lights that are unmetered and this is $.Zg per light so districts with large quantities of city-owned
lights such as SILMD 13 with 1,171 unmetered lights has a monthly billing charge pertariffs of
$269.33. The utility charges are under the jurisdiction of the Montana PSC and defined in the
Montana PSC fanffs. Schec/u/e No. FDSS- 1 Electric Default Supply Servrce, Schedule No. ELDS-1
Electric Lighting Delivery Service (attached), and also miscellaneous changes in Scheclule E-
USBC-1 Electric Universal Sysfem Eenefifs Charge and Schedr ile Na. CTC-QF-1 Competitive
Transition Charge for Qualifying Facilities. Cities are also allowed to enter into maintenance and
operations contracts with the utility to maintain the City or,vned lights and if that has occurred there
would be additional maintenance and operation fees defined in the tariffs. The city generally
operates and maintains the City owned lighting.

. The City collects a maintenance fee on the City owned lights as determined by the City.

. lf the district is still paying for the SID on the original installation of the City owned lights this fee
will be collected as part of the assessment and generally this cost shows up as a separate SID line
item on property tax statements in addition to the SILMD maintenance and utility costs for the City
district.
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UTILITY OWNED DISTRICTS

For utility owned street light districts the utility costs are under the jurisdiction of the Montana PSC and
a copy of the current lighting tariff is attached at the end of this guide. Utility owned street lights are
referred to as'utility owned'in the Montana PSC tariffs.. EnergY or supply charges - this is the cost for the actual electricity supply for the light and is

listed in lhe Montana PSC Schedule No. EDSS- 1 Etectric Defautt Suppty Servlce tariff.. Ownership charge - all utility owned street lights are lease lights and have historically been a
lease light rate type design. The ownership charge is based on the initial cost of installation of a
district and are established based on the total costs to install each particular district and are a per
light fee. This is an ongoing fee and it is never paid off and this charge is fully disclosed to
property owners as part of the total first year estimated cost for the light as required by Montana
codes. Ownership charges are listed in the Montana PSC Schedule No. ELDS-1 Electric Lighting
Delivery Servrce tariff which is attached in Appendix D.. Distribution and Transmission and operations maintenance charges are the costs for
delivering the electricity and are contained in the ELDS-I Electric Lighting Delivery Servrce tariff
and are a per kilowatt hour charge. There is also an operations charge per light in the each district
and a maintenance charge per light.

. Miscellaneous charges the utility collects including a USBC (Universal Systems Benefit Charge)
under lhe Montana PSC Schedule Schedule No. E-USBC-1 Electric Universalsysfem Benefits
Charge and a CTC-QF charge under the Montana PSC Schedute No. CIC-QF-1 Competitive
Transition Charge for Qualifying Facilities. These are a per kwh cost.

Additional questions about street tighting
. QUESTION: Are the street lights districts allowed to add lights or remove lights without

having to go through the entire petition process again?
ANSWER: Yes. By Montana statures (MCA 7-12-4354) the City is allowed to make minor
modifications to a district such as adding individual lights or removing lights as long as this either
results in a reduced assessment to the property owners or doesn't raise the assessment to the
property owners by over 3 percent. lt is not unusual for the City engineer to on behalf of property
owners ask for an additional light to be added to a district. For utility owned street tight districts this
doesn't require a new contract for the district, just a notification from the City engineer to the utility
to add a few lights or remove a few lights. The City engineer might request the addition of a light
or two after a district is installed because it is determined another light was needed in the district.
Occasionally the City asks for lights to be removed due to situations where streets are closed to
allow for expansion of facilities and this situation has occurred in areas of the City such as the
hospitalcorridor where streets were closed to allow the hospitals to expand and lights had to be
removed. The City also has the ability to adjust the boundaries of a district or move lights from one
district to another as long as it doesn't impact the overall assessment costs to the property owners.

. QUESTION: Do the street lights in Billings use a lot of energy?
ANSWER: According to NorthWestern Energy, as a percentage of altthe electricity used in the
entire City of Billings, the amount of electricity used for both City owned and utility owned street
lights amounts to fractions of a percentage. lf you total the kilowatt hours annually used by all the
street lights in the City it equals about the same amount of electricity as used by one retail type box
store. ln 2009, NorthWestern Energy's customers in the entire Yellowstone County area used
about 1.92 billion kilowatt hours and of that total 0.3 percent of the kilowatt hours were used by all
the City and utility owned street lights in the City.
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QUESTION: lf the City wants to upgrade the street lights to LED fixtures what process
would need to be followed?
ANSWER: The City has been monitoring the costs of LED lighting applications to replace the
current high pressure sodium lights in the City owned districts and currently there are LED test
street lights installed on King Avenue East. So far the research is continuing to show that to
convert ihe City's existing street lights to LED fixtures would result in significant cosis which have
not shown to be cost effective yet in relation to the energy savings associated with the conversions
and twice as many fixtures may need to be installed to meet IES lighting standards. The City will
continue to monitor this technology along with other new lighting technologies coming on the
market such as induction lighting and lower wattage HPS lamps, etc.

lf a group of property owners in a City owned district wanted to explore converting their own
specific district they could contact the city engineer to get an estimate of the potential costs for the
redesign of the district as LED. This cost would most likely increase the average assessments
within the district by over 3 percent as defined in the Montana Code Annotated Section 7-12-4354
which limits minor modifications to street light districts to under 3 percent cost impact to the
property owners. So, the property owners would probably need to work with their neighbors lo get
a petition to support the modification and increased costs for the retrofit according to Montana
Code Annotated SectionT-12-4351for major modification of an existing lighting district.

. QUESTION: ls the utility going to convert their lights to LED?
ANSWER: In regards to utility owned lighting district, at present NorthWestern Energy does not
have any tariffs or rates for the installation of LED fixtures as they are also closely monitoring this
emerging technology and other lighting technology such as induction lighting. Currently the utility's
analysis has also shown the costs for retrofits would be very expensive and the payback periods
are stillfairly long to recover the retrofit costs in energy savings. The LED manufacturers continue
to grow but there is turnover in the industry in both companies and products are changing rapidly
and it is anticipated there will continue to be changes in the products and manufactures. This
change can provide a challenge if a LED product is purchased that within a couple years is no
longer available or the manufacture no longer exists and getting replacement parts or fixtures
become difficult for that specific product. The Montana PSC has also reviewed this technology and
held a pubtic hearing on LED lighting and at present the PSC has not approved any rates for the
utility to recover the costs for the installation of LED lights or a LED utility tariff.

. QUESTION: Who maintains the street lights?
ANSWER: The City of Billings maintains the street lights in City owned street light districts.
Northwestern Energy maintains the street lights in Northwestern Energy olvned street light districts
and also maintains the street lights ouined by the Montana Department of Transportation. With
nearly 8,000 street lights in Billings, the City encourages citizen reports to notify the City of
outages. The City does not maintain any lighting on private property.

. QUESTION: Who do citizens call if a street light is not working?
ANSWER: Street light probtems should be reported to the City at 406-657-8231" The City wilt
determine responsibility for maintenance and notify the appropriate personnel since some of the
lights may be utility owned lights and others owned by the City. Simple bulb changes are usually
completed in 3-5 worklng days. Electrical problems may require more time. Property owners can
also call the utility, NorthWestern Energy at 888-467-2669, to report the light out of order and if it is
not a utility owned street light the utility will advise the City engineer's office.

. QUESTION: How do l get a street light installed to illuminate an intersection?
AN$WER: The City strongly discourages the installation of single lights. They typically do not fit
the pole spacing pattern required when the full street is lighted and therefore have to be removed
and replaced. lt is also very difficult to get neighborhood concurrence in creating a light
maintenance district for a single light.
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Appendix A: Lighting llluminance Design Criteria
November 2007 HIGHWAY LIGHTING DES]GN 13.6(5)
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Appendix C: Montana Code Annotated
http://data.opi.state. mt. us/bills/mca_tocl7_1 2_43. htm

TITLE 7. LOCAL GOVERNMENT, CHAPTER 12. IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS
Part 43. Special Provisions for Special lmprovement Lighting Districts

7-12-4301. Special improvement dlstricts for llghting streets authorized.
(1) The council of any city or town is authorized to:

(a) create special improvement districts embracing any street or streets or public highway therein or portions
thereof and property adjacent thereto or property which may be declared by said council to be benefited by
the improvement to be made for the purpose of lighting such street or streets or public highway;
(b) require that all or any portion of the cost of installing and maintaining such lighting system be paid by the
owners of the property embraced within the boundaries of such districts; and
(c) assess and collect such portion of such cost by special assessment against said property,

(2) The governing body may create special tighting districts on any street or streets or public highway for the
purpose of lighting lhem and assess the costs for installation and maintenance to property abutting thereto
and collect the costs by special assessment against the property.

7-124302. Resolution of intention to create special improvement lighting dlstrlct.
(1) Before creating any special improvement lighting district in any such city or town for the purpose of lighting

any street or streets or public highway or section thereof in accordance with the provisions of this part, the
ci$ councilshall pass a resolution of intention to do so.

(2) The resolution shall designate the number of such district, describe the boundaries thereof, and state therein
the general character of the improvement or improvements to be made and an approximate estimate of the
cost thereof, an approximate estimate of the cost of maintaining such lights and supplying electrical current
therefore for the first year, and the proportion of such cost to be assessed against the property embraced
within the district.

7-12-4303. Notlce of resolution of intent to create lighting district.
(1) Upon having passed the resolution required by 7-12-4302, the council shall give notice of the passage of the

resolution of intention. The notice of the passage of the resolution must be published as provided in7-1-
4127. A copy of the notice must be mailed to every person, firm, or corporation having property within the
proposed district, as listed on the current proper$ tax record, at the property ownels address as the
address is listed on the current property tax record, on the same day that the notice is first published or
posted.

(2) The notice must describe the general character of the improvement proposed to be made, state the
estimated cost of the improvement and the estimated cost of maintaining the lights and supplying the
electrical current for the improvement and lights within the district for the first year, and designate the time
when and the place where the council will hear and pass upon all protests that may be made against the
making of the improvement or the creation of the district. The notice must refer to the resolution on file in the
office of the city clerk for a description of the boundaries.

7-124304. Protest agalnst creatlon of lighting district. At any time within 15 days after the date of the first
publication of the notice of passage of the resolution of intention, an owner of property liable to be assessed for
the work may make written protest against the proposed work or against the extent or creation of the district to
be assessed, or both. The notlce must be in writing and be delivered to the clerk of the city council, who shall
endorse on the notice the date of receipt.

7 -124305. Gonsideration of protest.
(1) At the next regular meeting of the city council after the expiration of the time within which said protests may

be made, the city council shall proceed to hear and pass upon all protests so made, and its decision shall be
final and conclusive. When the protest is against the proposed work and the cost thereof is to be assessed
upon property embraced within the boundaries of the district and if the city council finds that such protest is
made by the owners of a majority of the property embraced within the district to be assessed for the
proposed work, no further proceedings shall be taken for a period of 6 months from the date when said
protest was received by he city clerk of said city council.

(2) ln determining ttre sufficiency of protest, each protest shall be weighted in proportion to the amount of the
assessment to be levied against the lot or parcelwith respect to which it is made.

(3) ln deterrnining whether or not sufficient protest has been filed in a proposed district to prevent further
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proceedings therein, property owned by a county, city, or town shall be considered the same as other
property in the diskict.

(a) The city council may adjourn said hearing from time to time.

7'124306. Resolution to create lighting district. When no protests have been delivered to the clerk of the ciiy
council within 15 days after the date of the first publication of the notice of the passage of the resolution of
intention or when a protest shall have been found by the city council to be insufficieni or shalt have been
overruled or when a protest against the exlent of the proposed district shall have been heard and denied,
immediately thereupon, the city council shall be deemed to have acquired jurisdiction to order the proposed
improvements. Before ordering any of said proposed improvements, the city council shall pass a resoiution
creating the special improvement lighting district in accordance with the resolution of intention theretofore
introduced and passed by the city council.

7-124307- Objections to irregular proceedings or manner of making improvements.
(1) At any time within 60 days from the date of the award of a contract by a city or town council under the

provisions of this part or at any time within 60 days from the date the council requires or instructs the street
cornmissioner or any other official of the city or town to cause the posts, wires, pipes, conduits, lamps, or
other suitable and necessary appliances for the purpose of lighting the streets of the city or town to be
procured and erected, an owner or other person having an interest in a lot or land liable to assessment who
claims that any of the previous acts or proceedings relating to the improvements are irregular, defective,
erroneous, or faul$ or that the person's property will be damaged by the making of any improvements in the
manner contemplated may file with the city clerk a written notice specifying in what respect the acls or
proceedings are irregular, defective, erroneous, or faulty or in what manner and to what extent the person's
property will be damaged by the making of the improvements. The city clerk shall deliver the notice to the
council.

(2) All objections to an act or proceeding or in relation to the making of the improvements not made in writing
and in the manner and at the time provided in subsection (1) and all claimi for damage are waived by the
property owners if the notice of the passage of the resolution of intention has been actually published and
the notices of improvements have been posted as provided in this part.

7-12-4308. Operation of district.
(1) The city or town council may:

(a) cause the posts, wires, pipes, conduits, lamps, or other suitable and necessary appliances for the
purpose of lighting said streets to be procured and erected by contract, by the street commissioner, or by
any otherofficial of the city or town, in such way and manner as the council shall provide; and
(b) after such lighting system has been installed in such way and manner as the council shall elect, cause,
by contract, the lights to be maintained thereon and electrical current furnished therefore.

(2) The posts in any such district shall be of uniform size and character and shall be distributed uniforrnty upon
the street or streets or public highway or section thereof to be lighted in any such district.

(3) The lights in each districi shall be maintained by contract for such period of time and in such way or manner
as the city or town council shall elect. The council shall not let a contract for a period to exceed 3 years.

7'124309' Record of expenses to be kept by city engineer. The city engineer shall keep an account of all
costs and expenses incurred in the engineer's otfice in connection with each special improvement district and
certify the costs and expenses to the city clerk.

7-124310. Role of city clerk. lt shall be the duty of the city clerk to prepare all necessary schedules and
resolutions levying taxes and assessments in such special improvement districts.

7'12'4311. Termination of speciat improvement lighting district. lf at any time after the creation of a special
improvement tighting district a petition is presented to the city or town council, signed by the owners or agents of
more than three-fourths of the total amount of property within the district, asking that the maintenance and
operation of the special lighting system and the furnishing of electrical current in the district be discontinued, or if
a majority of the city or town council votes to discontinue a special improvement lighting district, the city or town
council shall, by resolution, provide for discontinuing the maintenance and operation of the lighting system. lf the
council has, prior to the presentation of a petition or by a majority vote of the council to discontinue the diskict,
entered inlo any contract for the maintenance and operation of the lighting system, the maintenance and
operation may not be discontinued until after the expiration of the contract.
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7 -12-4312 th rou g h 7 -12-$2A reserved.

7-124321. Apportionment of costs. The portion of the entire cost of erecting and malntaining the posts, wires,
pipes, conduits, lamps, and other suitable or necessary appliances for the purpose of lighting said streets or
public highways and of the annual cost of supplying eleckical current for and maintaining the lights thereon in
such districts, all or any portion as shall be determined by the cig or town council, shall be borne by the property
embraced within said district.

7-124322. Ghoice in manner of making assessments. The city or town council, for the purpose of making
the assessment, shall adopt one of the methods specitied in7-124323 or 7-12-4324.

7-124323. Assessment of costs -- area or taxable valuation option - equal assessment option.
(1) The city council may assess the entire cost of the lighting improvement against the entire district, each lot or

parcel of land within the district to be assessed for that part of the whole cost that its:
(a) area bears to the area of the entire district, exclusive of streets, avenues, alleys, and public places; or
(b) hxable valuation, including improvements, bears to the taxable valuation of the entire district.

(2) The ci$ council may assess the cost equally against each of the lots or parcels located within the district.
(3) The council, in its discretion, may pay the whole or any part of the cost of any street, avenue, or alley

intersection out of any funds available for that purpose or include the whole or any part of the costs within
the amount of the assessment to be paid by the property in the dishict.

(4) ln order to apportion the cost of any of the improvements provided in this part between the corner lot and the
inside lots of a block, the council may, in the resolution creating a district, provide that whenever any of the
improvements provided in this part are located along a side street or bordering or abutting upon the side of a
comer lot of a block, the amount of the assessment against the property in the district to defray the cost of
the improvements must be assessed so that each square foot of the land embraced within the corner lot
bears double the amount of the cost of the improvement that a square foot of an inside lot bears.

7-12-4324. Assessment of costs -- frontage option.
(1) The city council shall assess the cost of the improvernents against the entire district, each lot or parcel of

land within the dishict bordering or abutting upon the streets whereon or wherein the improvement has been
made to bear costs in proportion to the lineal feet abutting or bordering the streets.

(2) The council, in its discretion, may pay the whole or any part of the cost of any street, avenue, or alley
intersection out of any funds in its hands available for that purpose or include the whole or any part of such
costs within the amount of the assessment to be paid by the property in the district.

7'12-4325.lncidental expenses considered as costs of improvements. The cost and expense connected
with and incidental to the formation of the district, including the cost of preparation of plans, specifications,
maps, and plats; engineering, superintendence, and inspection, includlng the compensation of the city engineer
for work done; the cost of printing and advertising as provided in this part; and the preparation of assessment
rolls must be considered a part of the cosi and expenses of making the improvements within the special
improvement district.

7-'124326- Treatment of federal lands within lighting district. Whenever any lot, piece, or parcel of land
belonging to the United States (or mandatory of the government) shall be included within the boundaries of the
proposed special improvement lighting district declared by the ci$ or town council in its resolution of intention to
be the district to be assessed to pay the costs and expenses thereof, said council shall, in the resolution of
intention, declare that said lots, pieces, or parcels of land shall be omitted from the assessment thereafter to be
made to cover the costs and expenses of said work or improvement. The cost of said work or improvement
which would have been assessed against said lots shall be paid by the city from its general fund.

7-124327. Assessrnent of costs of lighting distrlct to certaln lands lying outside of municipality. The city
or town council may make assessments in the manner provided in7-1243A1 on property abutting the street or
highway and lying outside the boundaries of the city or town, as long as thai portion of the street or public
highway to be lighted is adjacent to the boundary line of the city or town, lies partially within the city or town, or
extends from one point wilhin the city or town to another point within the city or town.

7-124328. Resolution to provide for assessment of costs of installation.
(1) lt shalt be the duty of the city or town council to ascertain the cost of installing such lighting system and, on

or before the first Monday in October, to pass and finally adopt a resolution levying and assessing all of the
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property embraced within said district with all or any portion of the entire cost of installing the same; each lot
or parcel of land in said district to be assessed in accordance with the method adopted by the city council as
provided in 7 -124321 through 7 -'12-4224.

(2) Any such resolution shall contain a list in whieh shatl be described each lot or parcel of land, either the total
number of square feet of property contained therein or the total number of linear feet abutting the
improvements as may be required to determine the total assessment in the district, and the imount levied
against each lot or parcel of land set opposite.

(3) Such resolution, signed by the mayor and city clerk, shall be kept on file in the office of the city clerk.

7'124329. Notice of resolution for assessment of installation costs - hearing on resotution.
(1) A notice, signed by he city clerk, slating that the resolution levying the assesJment to defray the portion of

the cost of installing and maintaining the lights and supplying electricalcurrent for the first ydar as
determined by the city or town council is on file in the city clerk's office subject to inspection, must be
pubfished as provided in7-1-4127.

(2) The notice must state the time and place at which objections to the final adoption of the resolution will be
heard by the council. The time for the hearing may not be less than 5 days after the final publication of the
notice.

7-12-4330. Hearing on resolution for assessment of instailation costs.
(1) At lhe time so fixed, the council shall meet and hear all such objections and for the purpose may adjourn

from day to day and may modify such resotution in whole or in part.
(2) A copy of such resolution as finally adopted, certified by the city clerk, must be delivered within 2 days after

its passage to the city treasurer.

7'12-4331. Lighting district fund established. All money derived from the collection of the assessments
provided forinT-12-4328 through 7-12-4330 shall constitute a fund to be known as the special improvement
lighting district No. .... fund.

7-12'4332. Resolution to provide for assessrnent of maintenance costs. lt shall be the duty of the city or
town councilto estimate, as nearly as practicable, the cost of maintaining such lights and furnishing electrical
current therefore each year and the portion thereof to be assessed against the property embraced within the
district and, before the first Monday in October, to pass and finally adopt a resoiution tevying and assessing said
property within said dishict with an amount equal to the proportion of the cost of such maintenance and
elechical current so determined to be especiaily assessed against said property.

7'124333. Procedure for resolution for assessment of maintenance costs. Said resolution levying and
assessing said portion of the cost of maintenance and for furnishing electrical current therefore snait Ue
prepared and certified to in the same manner as the resolution provided for in 7-124328 through 7-12-4330,
and the same notice and hearing shall be given thereon. This resolution shall be adopted and certified and the
assessment co[lected in the same manner, as nearly as may be, in the case of the resolution provided for in 7-
12-4328 through 7 -124331.

7-12'4334. Lighting district maintenance fund. All money derived from the collection of the assessment
provided for in the resolution required by 7-12-4333 shall be paid into a fund known as the special improvement
lighting district No. .... maintenance fund, the number of which shall correspond with the number of the lighting
district, for the maintenance of and the supplying of current for which the tax is levied. Such fund shall be used
to defray the expense of maintaining and furnishing electrical current for the lights in said district and for no
other purpose.

7'124335. Change of boundaries of maintenance district. The city or town council shatl have the power, nol
more than once in a year, to change by resolution the boundaries and number of any maintenance district, but
such change of boundaries shall not affeci indebtedness existing at the time of suclr change.

7-124336. Effect of mistake as to property ownershlp. When, under any of the provisions of this part,
special taxes and assessments are assessed against any lot or parcel of tand as the property of a particular
person, no misnomer of the owner or supposed owner or other mistake relating to the ownership thereof shall
atfect such assessment or render it void or voidable.

7'124337.Incorporation of procedures to correct errors and omissions. All remedies, provisions, and
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means provided by existing laws or by the ordinances of any city availing itself of the provisions of this part
which are for the correction of errors or omissions in the adoption of any resolution or proceeding or in the levy
of any assessment or for the collection thereof, for the enforcement of dny such levy by the sate of the property
against which the assessment is made, or for the redemption of the property from such sale or which are
otherwise applicable to the administralion of this part are availabte in ihe administration of this part as if such
remedies, provisions, and means were contained in this part.

7-124338. Assessments to have effect of lien. Any special assessment levied and made for any purpose
aforesaid, together with all costs and penalties, shalt constitute a lien upon and against the property upon which
assessment is made and levied from and after the date of the final passage and adoption of the resolution
levying the same. The lien can onty be extinguished by payment of such assessment, with all penalties, costs,
and interest, or othenarise as provided by law,

7 -124339 throu gh 7 -124340 reserved.

7'12-4341. Financing of lighting disirict improvements, All costs and expenses incurred in the construction
of the improvements specified in this part shall be paid for by special improvement lighting district bonds or
warrants, in such forrn as may be prescribed by ordinance, drawn against a fund to be known as the special
improvement lighting district No. ..., fund.

7-12-4342. Details relating to lighting disirict bonds and warrants.
(1) Warrants or bonds issued pursuant to7-12-4341must be in the denomination of $100 or fractions or

multiples of $100 and may be issued in installments.
(2) The warrants or bonds must be redeemed by the treasurer when there is money available for redemption in

the fund against which the warrants or bonds are issued and must bear interest from the date of regislration
of the warrants or bonds until called for redemption or paid in full, interest to be payabte annually on January
1 of each year as expressed by the interest coupon attached to the warrant or bond, which may bear the
engraved facsimile signature of the mayor and city clerk.

(3) The warrants or bonds may extend over a period not to exceed 20 years.
(4) The requirements of 7-12-4341and this section apply to all special improvement lighting districts, including

those in the process of formation or to be formed on or after July .1, 1g97.

7 -12-4343 th rou gh 7 -124344 reserved.

7'12-4345. Water user entities exempt from special assessments. Rightsof-way, ditches, flumes, pipelines,
dams, water rights, reservoirs, equipment, rnachinery, motor vehicles, and other personal property owned by a
nonprofit water company, water users' association, irrigation company, canal company, ditch company, reservoir
company, or similar nonprofit water user entity are exempt from every special assessment imposed by any
improvement or rnaintenance district created under Title 7, chapter 12.

7 -124346 th rou gh 7 -124350 reserved

7-124351. Major rnodification of existing tighting district.
(1) The council of any city or town is authorized to:

(a) modify an existing special improvement lighting district by changing the number and spacing of lights,
replacing overhead transmission lines with underground lines, increasing or decreasing the levelof
illumination, or making other major modifications required by the public interest and convenience;
(b) require that all or any part of the cost of the modification be paid by the owners of the property within the
district;and
(c) assess and collect all or any part of the cost of the modification by special assessment against the
property within the district.

(2) Before moditying an existing lighting district, the cig council shall adopt a resolution of intention to do so,
either by rnotion of the council or upon presentation of a petition signed by the owners or agents of at least
10o/o of the property within the district.

(3) The provisions in7-12-4302 through 7-12-4305 for the content of the resolution, public notice, protest, and
consideration of protest that apply to the creation of a special improvement lighting dishict also apply to the
modification of an existing special improvement lighting district authorized by this section.

7'12-4352. Jurisdiction to modify lightlng district. lf no protests have been delivered to the clerk of the city or
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town council within 15 days of the date of the first publication of the notice of the passage of the resolution of
. intention required by 7-12-4351or if a protest has been found to be insufficient or has been overruled, the city or
town council is considered to have acquired jurisdiction to order the proposed rnodification

7'124353. Objections to irregular proceedings or manner of making modification.
(1) At any time within 60 days from the date of the award of a contract by a city or town council to implement

the provisions of 7-12-4352 or at any time within 60 days ftom the date the council instructs an official of the
city or town to cause the necessary equipment or apptiances to be procured and installed, an owner of
property liable to assessment who claims that any of the previous acts or proceedings relating to the
modification are irregular, defective, erroneous, or faulty or that the person's property will be damaged by
making the modification in the manner contemplated may file with the city or town clerk a notice specifying
in what respect these acts or proceedings are irregular, defective, erroneous, or faulty or in what manner
and to what extent the person's property will be damaged by the modification.

(2) Objections to an act or proceeding or in relation to the making of the modification not made in writing or not
made in the manner provided for in subsection (1) and all claims for damage are waived by the property
owners if the notice of the passage of the resolution has been published and the notices of the modification
have been posted as provided in7-12-4303.

7'124354. Minor modifications exempt. Noihing in7-12-4351through 7-12-4354 prevents the city or town
council from eliminating unnecessary lights, relocating individual lights, upgrading lights and lighting-related
facilities in the interest of energy conservation, or making other minor modifications in a special improvement
lighting districtwithoutfollowing the procedures described in7-12-4351through 7-12-4353. Forthe purposes of
this section, "minor modifications" includes but is not limited to adding properties or lights if the additions:

(1) reduce assessments within the maintenance district; or
(2) increase tre average assessments within the maintenance district by 3% or less in a fiscal year.

Rural lmprovement Districts that are under the jurisdiction of county commissioners are under the jurisdiction
of the Montana Code Annotated, Title 7, Chapter 12, Parl22. Special Provisions for Districts for Lighting.
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Appendix D: Montana PSC Street Lighting Tariffs

l\or*Nbstern
Bneryy

ELECTRIC TARIFF

1le Revised
Canceling l0* Revised

Sheet No.
SheetNo.

40.1
40.1

Schedule No. ELDS-I

ELECTRIC LIGHTING DELIVERY SERVICE

APPLICABILITY: Applicable for lighting purposes including, but not limited to, streets, highways,
alleys, parks, public grounds, or other publicly dedicated outdoor ways and places, post-top lighting, and
yard lighting where lights are operated from dusk to dawn throughout the year; and all other
miscellaneous outdoor lighting installations throughout the Utility's entire electric service area for
Customers receiving electric supply under Default Supply Service or through a Contract with a
Competitive Electric Supplier (Electric Supplier).

TYPE OR SERVICE: Sixty hertz, alternating current delivered at such voltage or current as may be
available at the Utility's option.

RATES: MonlhlyBill:

Electric Supply Charge:

PLUS:
Transmission Charges:

PLUS:
Delivery Service Charge (DSC):
following:

Energy Charge (Monthly $/kWh);
Att Kwh @

PLUS:
Ownership Charge (Montlrly $funit)l

Cost Range

In Accordance with theDefault Supply Service Tariffor with a
Contract Between the Customer and an Electric Supplier.

In Accordance with the Default Supply Service Tariff if
receiving supply under Default Supply Service; or In
Accordance lvith Utility's FERC Approved Transmission Tariff
if receiving supply from an Electric Supplier.

Customer specific DSC resulting ftom the sum of the

$ 0.027747 (D

$ 200
400
600
800

1,000
1,200
1,400

- $399
- 599
- 799
- 999
- 1,199
- 1,399
_ l,5gg

(r) $
(D
(i)
(D
(D
(D
(r)

- $ 1,799
- l,ggg
- 2,199
- 2,399
- 2,599
- 2,799
- 2,999

UnitRate
$ 2.75

5.89
9.1s

10.99
13.21
16.03
19,5s

CostRange UnitRate
$ 22.0t

24.80
26.56
29.10
31.61
34.14
36.69

1,600
1,800
2,000
2,200
2,400
2,600
2,800

(r)
(i)
(t)
0)
(D
(r)

0)

(continued)

Rates es ofFebruary 212010, pending PSC signature and approval.



h[ort]M/estern
Energy

ELECTRIC TARIFF

Canceling
r9m
isG

Revised
Revised

Sheet No.
Sheet No.

40.2

40.2

ScheduleNo. ELDS-l

ELECTRIC LIGHTING DELIVERY SERVICE.

RATES:
PLUS:

($AJnit/month)
Operations Charge:

Maintenance Charge:

Billing Charge:

PLUS:
BPA Residential Exchange Credif (Residential Load Only - See Definition)
Energy (Monthly $/kWh):

Allkwh@ s(o.oo2?se)

PLUS:
Other Anplicable Charges: All charges contained on other applicable rate schedules approved by the
Public Service Commission of Montana (Commission).

APPLICATION OE RATES:

Monthly Bill Components: Each month, Custorners' bills shall include an Electric Supply Charge; a
Transmission & Ancillary Services Charge(s); all relevant charges contained on other applicable rate
schedules including, but not limited to, competitive transition charges (CTQ and universal systems
benefits programs (USBC); and a Delivery Services Charge (DSC) plus the following applicable charges.
Customers may be billed either entirely by the Utility, or in part by the Electric Supplier, in accordance
with the Contract between the Utility and Electric Supplier, or the Electric Supplier and its Customer.

Utility-Owned Lighting Unit(s): Monthly Ownership Charge; p[us Operations and Maintenance
Charges.

Customer-Owned LiehtingUnit(S): Monthly Billing Charge; fu an Operations Charge, if Customer
has entered into an Operations Contract with the Utilrty; plus a Maintenance Charge, if Customer has
entered into a Maintenance Contract with the Utility.

1- A. Ownership Chargg: For Utility-Owned lighting units, the monthly charge shall be the
product of the number of units times the applicable monthly Ownership Charge set forth
above under RATES.

(continued)

$ 0.57 (r)

$ 0.55 0)

$ 0.23

Rates as ofFebruary 212010, pending PSC signature anil approval.



ffi ELECTRIC TARIFF

Original Revised
Canceling RevisedE*"ryy

Schedule No. ELDS-l

ELECTRIC LIGHTING DELIVERY SERVICE

B, Ownership Charge Assignment: Utility-Owned lighting units shall be assigned the
applicable Ownership Charge using the Ownership Cost Ranges set forth above under
RATES. Such assignment shall be based on the average installed cost of the lighting
unit(s) per project.

2. Operations Chffge: For Utility-Owned lighting units, or where a Customer has entered into an
Operations Contract with the Utility, the monthly charge shall be the product of the number of
units times the monthly Operations Charge set for-th above under RATES..

3. Maintgtrance Charge: For Utitity-Owned lighting units, or where a Customer has entered into a
Maintenance Contract with the Utility, the monthly charge shall be the product of the number
of units times the monthly Maintenance Charge set forth above under RATES.

4- Billing Charge: For Customer-Owned lighting units, the monthly charge shall be the product of
the number of units times the monthly Billing Charge set forth above under RATES.

LIGHTING UNTT DEF.INTITION: "Lighting Unit" or "Unit', as used herein, shall mean a single structure
and the luminaries(s) connected to that structure.

SPECIAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS:

l. Definitions:

A. EPA Residential Exchange Credit Credit from the Bonneville Power Administration in
settlement of the Residential Bxchange rights of regional residential and small farm customers to
benefit fi'om the Federal Columbia River Power System per the Northwest Power Act Applicable
only to electric use that qualifies as residential load. Residential load is defined as all usual
electric service used in connection with permanent or seasonal living quarters of individuals or
families, domestic needs of occupants of multifamily complexes, or farm activities including
incidental primary processing.

B. Electric Deliver.v Service: Service provided to Customer to deliver electricity tiu'ough the local
etectric distribution wires to the Customer's point of service.

C. Electric Enerey: The amount of electricity used measured in kilowatt hours (kWh).

D. Electric Supplv Service: Service provided to Crstomer receiving electric supply either from the
Utility as Default Supplier or a Competitive Electric Supplier.
(See also EDSS-I, CESGTC-I and ECCGP-I.)

(continued)

Sheet No.
Sheet No.

40.3.

40.3

Dnlc Approved Jme 25, ?002
Dsekc0 No. D97,7,90 (Order S9E6w)
Agendr No. 02.06-25
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NortlNrestern
Energy Canceling

Schedr-rle No. ELDS-1

ELEClruC LIGHTING DELIVERY SERVIqE

Annual Operatins Schedule:
A. For lights that operate from dusk-to-dawn, 350 shall be used as the number of operating hours per

month.

B' For lights that operate 24 hours per day, 730.5 shall be used as the number of operating hours per
month.

C. For lights that operate throughout other periods of duration, the number of operating hours per
month shall be determined by multiplying the operating hours per day times 30.44 days per
month. Non-metered flashers and other lamps that operate intermittently shall be adjusted for
btuning hours.

Description of Utility-Owned Facilities:
A. The Utility shall install, own, operate and maintain its current standard facilities which include a

pole, luminaries, mast arm, and on-off control. A maximum free line extension allowance of
$0.04/kwh times the Utility's estimate of the annual kWh consumption shall apply for extension
of primary distribution facilities that are not a part of the street lighting system.

B. Where the facilities required are in excess of the Utility's siandard facilities as provided for under
SPECIAL TERMS AND CONDITION No. 16 (Lighting Line Extension Allowance), Customer
shall pay the cost ofsuch excess facilities as an advance in aid ofconstruction in accordance with
SPECIAL TERMS AI-ID CONDITION No. 15 (Income Tax on Contributions).

Ooerations*:
A. Where the Utility provides operations* services on Customer-Owned lights, such services shall

be billed as set forth above under RATES, provided Customer has entered into an Operations
Contract with the Utility. Reasonable care and diligence shall be exercised in relamping
replacing refractors, cleaning, testing, and performing such other iterns ofan operations* nature
so as to provide continuity of illumination. tt shall be the responsibility of the Customer to notify
the Utility of Lamp outages.

B. Where Utility experiences excessive operations* costs as a result of vandalism; malicious acts;
non-standard posts, poles or luminaries; or other causes of an unusrnl nature, the Utility may
require Customer to pay the actual costs of repairing or replacing the damaged part(s) or unit(s).
Such charges are in addition to the monthty charges set forth above under RATES.

C. The Utility shall be responsible for supplying only lamps and refractors that are standard to those
used on Utility-Owned light fixtures, For Customer-Owned lights, lamps and refractors of a
special nature shall be supplied by the Customer at Customer's expense.

(continued)

ELECTRIC TARIF'F

Originat Revised
Revised

Sheet No.
SheetNo.

40.4

40.4

1

a
J.

4.
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NortlWestern
Bneryy

ELECTRIC TARIFF

Original Revised
Canceling Revised

40.5.

40.5

5.

Sheet No.
SheetNo.

Schedule No. ELDS-1

ELECTRTC LIGHTING DELryERY SERVICE

D' * As used in this context, 'ooperations" is intended to mean exclusively the labor and materials
associated with relamping, cleaning luminaries, replacing broken or damaged refractos, and
minor testing of circuitry. It does not include maintenance of the poles, conductors, luminaries,
control(s), or protective system. Operations service does no include underground locating on
Customer- Owned facilities.

Maintenance:
A. Where the Utility provides maintenance* services on Customer-Owned lights, such services shall

be billed as set forth above under RATES, provided Customer has entered into a Maintenance
Contract with the Utility. However, Utility may refuse to maintain Customer-Owned lights
which are of a unique or non-standard nature, or otherwise do not meet Utility specifications. At
the Utility's option, maintenance services may also be provided on Customer-Owned lights,
under separate contract, where Customer will be billed for time and materials plus appropriate
overhead costs.

B. Where Customer's lighting units or systems are such that repair or replacement parts and
materials are of a unique or non-standard nature, such parts and materials shall be supplied by the
Customer at Customer's expense. Under such circumstances, the Utility cannot guarantee
continuity of service if Customer fails to adequately supply the necessary parts.

C. * As used in this context, "maintenance" is intended to mean exclusively, the labor and materials
associated with maintaining the poles, conductors, luminaries, conh'ol(s), and protective system.

Special Facilities: The Utility shall install, at its expense, only those facilities which are deemed
necessary to rBnder service in accordance with this Rate Schedule. When Customer requests facilities
which are in addition to, or in substitution of, the standard facilities which the Utility would normally
install, the entire installation shall be installed, olvned, operated and maintained by Crstomer.

Temporary Discontinuance of Service: (Fixture remains in place.) At the request of Customer,
Utility will temporarily discontinr.re service to individual lighting units, provided Customer continues
to pay the applicable charges set forth above turder RllfEg, p[Uq the estimated cost of disconnecting
and reconnecting the lamp.

Rearrangement of Facilities: Where Customer requests changes to, or rearangement of, existing
facilities, such changes shall be at Customer's expense.

(continued)
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7.
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Nortkilfibstern
Bnergy

ELECTRIC TARIFF

Original Revised
Canceling Revised

Sheet No.
Sheet No.

40.6
40.6

Schedule No. ELDS-l

ELECTRIC LIGHTING DELTVERY $ERVICE

9. Contractq: Service to lighting installations shall be for contract terms as agreed npon between Utility
and Customer within limitations prescribed by applicable law The initial term of the contract shall
comrnence as lighting rmits are energized for service.

10. Income Tax on Contributions: Whenever, under ihe provisions of this Rate Schedule, a contribution
is required, such contribution shall be increased by a factor of 33 percent to offset the effect of
income taxes imposed by the Tax Reform Act of 1986.

I l. Lightins Line Extension Allo\fance:
A. Utility shall make a maximum free extension allowance of $0.04/kWh times the Utility,s estimate

of the annual kWh consumption for extension of primary distribution facilities up to the lighting
unit orlighting district. Service drops to the tighting units are considered apart ofthe street light
system and are included in the street light system costs.

B- For Customer-Owned lights, Customers shall be required to pay the Utility for the installation of
the metering and controls necessary for lighting seryice.

D' For Utility-Owned lights, Customer shall be required to pay the Utility for the installation of the
meter and non-standard controls necessary for lighting service.

12. Delivery Point: Delivery shall be made from the Utility's eleclric system, at a point or points
agreeable to the Utility. Where an installation is metered, the meter shall be at a suitable location that
is agreeable to the Utility.

SERVICE AND RATES SLIBJECT TO COMMISSION JURISDICTION: All rates and service
conditions under this Rate Schedule are governed by the rules and regulations of the Public Service
Commission of Montana and are subject to revision as the Commission may duly authorize in the
exercise of its jurisdiction.

Datc Approvcd Juue 25,2002
Doekel No D9,7.90 (Order 59E6w)
Agcndn No. 02{6-2t
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APPENDIX E
SAMPLE STREET LIGHTING AGREEMENT

THIS AGREEMENT, effective this 

- 
day of _, by and between NorthWestern Energy, a

division of NorthWestem Corporation, doing business at 40 East Broadway Street, Butte, Montana Sg701,

hereinafter called the "Company" and THE CITY OF BILLINGS, a municipal corporation organized under the laws

of the State of Montana, whose mailing address is PO Box 1178, Billings, Montana 59103, hereinafter called the

"Ciiy".

WITNESSETH:
WHEREAS, Special lmprovement Lighting Maintenance District No._ has been duly and regularly

created by the City Council of the City of Billings, Montana for the purpose of providing new 100 Watt hiqh
pressure sodium (HPS) street lightinq within the boundaries of said District; and

WHEREAS, the Company is willing to supply, install, operate and own the facilities within said tighting

district(s), and furnish electrical energy to and maintenance for said lighting district(s), upon the terms and

conditions hereinafter set forth:

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises and covenants of the parties hereto, it is
agreed as follows:

SECTION 1.INSTALLATION OF NEW FACILITIES

The said facilities shall be of the type hereinafter specified and shall be installed at the locations and

according to the specifications of the City given prior to the commencement of the work.

(a) TVDe of facilities: 49 sinqle rnount: 1 twin mounted 100 watt, HPS. decorative pendant

Cone stvle fixtures mounted at 20 feet on black fiberglass poles served by underqround wire.

(b) Locations: There will be 50 units spaced and located in accordance with the map of said liqhtinq

district on file in the office of the City Enqineer of the City of Billings. Montana. Type of equioment anc

number of lights mav be modified only by the written consent of the parties hereto.

SECTION 2. OWNERSHIP

The facilities to be constructed and installed are, and shall remain, lhe propedy of the Company.

SECTION 3. MAINTENANCE. OPERATION AND REPAIR

a. Company agrees to operate and perform ordinary maintenance of the Facilities. Lights shall be

turned on at dusk and turned off at clawn each day during the term of this Agreement.

b. The charges specified herein are based on normal conditions and do not cover charqes for

extraordinary repair and/or replacement costs.

c. Company will make necessary repairs and replacements within a reasonable time after receiving

notice of any outage or other damage to the facilities. The Company shall have no obligation to patrol the

facilities to determine that they are in operating condition.



SECTION 4. SUPPLY OF ENERGY TO SYSTEM

The Company agrees to supply electrical energy to said street lighting system for the charges hereinafter

specified.

SECTION 5. CHARGES

a. The City undertakes and agrees to pay the Company for furnishing, operating and maintaining, as

provided herein, said street lighting system to be constructed and owned by the Company and for supplying

electrical energy thereto. The charge for each lighting unit shall be based on the rate schedule approved by the

Montana Public Service Commission (PSC) ancl in effect at the time the lighting unit(s) are installed, subject to

amendment or revision with prior PSC approval. The initial rate for each sinqle mount unit is $31.24 per month:

twin mount is $35.84 per month .

lf additional units are subsequently installed by mutual consent of the parties hereto, the charges for such

additional lights shall be in accordance with the rates in effect at the time said installations are made, subject to

amendment or revision vrith prior PSC approval.

b. The Company shall have the right to make additional charges to City for the cost of labor

(including applicable overheads) and the actual material cost for repairs to and/or replacement of street lighting

facilities that are extraordinary repairs and/or replacement costs.

c. Bills for said services shall be due and payable in cash or valid v/arrants when rendered each

month and will become delinquent thirty (30) days thereafter.

SECTION 6. FORCE MAJEURE

a. The Company shall not be liable for failure to comply with any of the terms and conditions of this

Agreement where such failure is caused by acts of God, government regulations or orders, strikes or labor

difficulties, fires, floods, droughts, riots. destruction of property, or by any other cause beyond its reasonable

control.

b. lf the Company is unable to fulfill any obligation by reason of a cause beyond its reasonable

control, then it shall notify the City and the Company shalt use its best efforts to complete the work in a timely

manner.

SECTION 7, TERM

This agreement shall be and remain in full force and effect for a period of two (2) years and eleven (11)

months from the date hereof, and shall thereafter continue in force and effect for successive periods of h,vo (2)

years and eleven (11) months each, until and unless terminated by either party giving to the other party notice in

writing at least sixty (60) days prior to the expiration of the initial term hereof, or any renewal thereof, of its

intention to terminate this agreement at the expiration of such initial term or any renewal. If, however, the

customer terminates this Agreement before the Company recovers its installation costs, the Customer agrees to

reimburse the Company for the remaining installation costs.



SECTION 8. LIABILITY. RELEASE AND LIMITATION OF LIABILITY

a. The Company, in the construction, maintenance and operation of the street lighting system

provided for herein, shall use reasonable care and shall indemnify, hold harmless and defend the City of Billings

of and from any and all damages, injuries and expenses of any kind, including attorney's fees, caused by the

negligence, acts or omissions of the Company, its agents, representatives, or employees, or by the failure of the

Company to comply vrith the provisions of this Agreement.

b. lf this Agreement terminates, City shall under no circumstances be entitled to claim or recover

consequential damages of any nature arising, or claimed to have arisen, as a result of said termination.

SECTION 9. INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR

For any services performed hereunder, Company is an independent contractor, responsible to the City

only as to the results to be obtained and to the extent that the services shall be done in accordance with anv

plans or specifications furnished by the City.

SECTION 10. APPLICABLE LAW

a. This Agreement shall be governed in all respects by the laws of the State of Montana.

b. All hiring by the parties will be on the basis of merit and qualifications. The parties may not

discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, creed, political ideas, sex, age, marital status, physical or mental

disability or national origin.

c. Company shall have and maintain complete control over all of its employees, subcontractors,

agents and operations, being responsible for any required payroll deductions and providing required benefits,

such as, but not limited to, l,lorkers' compensation and unemployment insurance.

SECTION 1 1. TERMINATION

Either party may terminate this Agreement if the other party defaults in performance or breaches any of

the terms of this Agreement and fails to cure such default or breach within thirty (30) days after written notice of

such default.

SECTION 12.INSURANCE

Without limiting any of the Company's obligations hereunder, Company shalt provide and maintain

comprehensive general liability and automobile liability insurance adequate to secure its indemnity obligation

hereunder. city shall have the right to request proof of such insurance coverage.

SECTION 13. BINDING EFFECT AND ASSIGNMENT

a. This Contract shall be binding upon and shall inure to the benefit of the heirs, legal

representatives, successors and assigns of the parties.

b. Either party may assign this Agreement upon written consent of the other party.

SECTION 14. NO THIRD PARTY BENEFICIARY

This agreement is for the exclusive benefit of the parties and shall not constitute a ihird party beneficiary



agreement and shall not be relied upon or enforced by a third party"

SECTION 15. AUTHORITY

Each party represents ihat it has full power and authority to enter into and perform this Agreement, and

the person signing this Agreement on behalf of each party has been properly authorized and empowered to sign

this Agreement,

SECTION 16. INTEGRATION

This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement of the parties. Covenants or representations not

contained in this Agreement shall not be binding upon the parties.

lN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this agreement to be executed in duplicate by

their duly authorized officers.

NORTHWESTERN ENERGY L.L.C. THE

By:

Billings Mayor

Date: Date:

ATTEST:

City Clerk

CITY OF BILLINGS

By:



APPENDIX F
S$\n*pLF STRFHT LtGHTtNG RFsOLUTTON

RESOLUTTON NO. 02-17863

A RESOLUTION CREATING SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT LIGHTING
MAINTENANCE DISTRICT NO. 277 OF THE CITY OF BILLINGS,
MONTANA, FOR THE PURPOSE OF SECURING AND PROVIDING
ENERGY AND MAINTENANCE FOR NEW HIGH PRESSURE SODIUM
VAPOR LIGHTS, SETTING THE BOUNDARIES THEREOF, STATING
THE GENERAL CHARACTER OF THE IMPROVEMENTS TO BE MADE,
ESTABLISHING THE ESTIMATED RATE FOR ENERGY AND
MAINTENANCE THEREOF, AN APPROXIMATE ESTIfu1ATE OF THE
COST OF MAINTAINING SUCH LIGHTS AND SUPPLYING ELECTRICAL
CURRENT THEREFORE FOR THE FIRST YEAR, AND THE
PROPORTION OF THE COST TO BE ASSESSED AGAINST THE
ABUTTING PROPERTY, AND THE METHOD OF ASSESSMENT OF
SAID COSTS.

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Billlngs, Montana, on the 1Oth day of June, 2002, passed

Resolution 02-17845, a Resolution of lntention to Create a Special lmprovenrent Lighting Maintenance Disirici

designated as No. 277, setting the hearing on the creation of said District and hearing of protests against the

extent and creation of said District, or any matter pertaining thereio, and thereafter gave notice by pLrblication

and mailing, all as required by larv, and at said hearing which r,vas helcl at the time and place specified in saicl

Notice, all protests were hearcJ ancl consiclerecl; and

WHEREAS, the City Council {inds that the protests are insufficient to stop the creation of said district,

and the protests are overruled and denied.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CIry COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BILLINGS.

MONTANA:

SECTION 1:

That the City Council of the City of Billings, Montana does hereby create a District, to be knovrn and

deslgnated as Special lmprovement Lighting Maintenance District No. 277, hereinafter called the District, for

the purpose of securing and providing energy ancl maintenance for new street lights for lighting said District.

SECTION 2:

That the boundaries of the District are as set forth irr Resolution of Intention No. 02-17845, hereinafter called

the Resolution, on file in the office of the City Clerk of Eillings, Montana, and by this reference is incorporated

herein and made a part hereof.



RESOLUTTON NO. 02-17863

SECTION 3:

That the City Council hereby finds and determines that each of the lots, blocks, pieces ancl parcels of land,

situated within lhe boundaries of the District, are especially benefited and affected by said improvements, and

each and all of the lots, blocks, pieces and parcels, more particularly described in the Resolution are hereby

declared to be the property to be assessed for the cost ancl expense of the electrical energy for and

maintenance of said District.

SECTION 4:

That the general character of the improvemenis to be made is hereby declared to be as described in the

Resolution and is by this reference incorporated herein and made a part hereof.

SECTION 5:

That the City of Billings intends to establish the approximate contract rate for supplying materials, installation,

electrical energy, and maintenance as follows:

S32.94 per 100 watt unit, in accordance with the rate schedule LS-1
approved by the Montana Public Services Commission.

That l{orthWestern Energy shall provide energy to the lighting fixtures and shall provide normal maintenance

to lighting fixlures, poles, cables and other incidental equipment, and at alltimes own sald lighting fixtures,

poles, cables and other incidental equipment. Properiy owners lvithin said district shall be assessed for the

costs thereof.

SECTION 6:

That based upon the above ligures, lhe estimate of the cost of the District for the first year is the sum of

$3,091.44, and lhat the entire cost of said District shall be paid by the ovrners of property vrithin said District.

The estimated cost of the District per year for the property owners is on the basis of approximately

$0.014302115 per square foot per year. Due to the difference in time the lighting service starts and the time

assessments can be levied, the first assessment may cover a period of operation of the District less than or

greater than one year. All of such costs of said District shall be paid by the ovrners of the property within lhe

District vrith each lot, parcel or piece of land within said District to be assessed for that portion of the whole
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cost which its area bears to the area of the entire District, exclusive of streets, avenues, alleys and public

places.

SECTION 7:

That the entire cost of the District shall be paid by an annual assessment against the property in the District.

That all monies derived from ihe collection of such assessments shall be paid into a fund to be knor.vn as the

"Special lmprovement Lighting ltrlaintenance District No. 277 Maintenance Fund", and lvarrants shall be

drawn on said fund for the payment of such cost of maintaining said lights and supplying electrical current

therefore.

SECTION 8:

That reference is hereby made to the Resolution, the maps, specifications, boundaries, perimeter and data

pertaining to the District, on file in the offices of the City Clerk and City Engineer, for further particulars, all of

which are made a part hereof.

PASSED by the City Council of the City of Billings, Montana and approved this 8th day of July, 2002.

THE CITY OF BILLINGS:

BY:
Charles F. Tooley MAYOR

ATTEST:

Marita Herold. CMC/ME CITY CLERK
BY:


